Gabrielle basked in Jon's obvious admiration. He had straddled
a chair beside her. " And I thought I'd forgotten you," he said in a
low voice.
It was difficult for Gabrielle to carry off pretence. She answered
him gently, " You have, Jon. This is just an echo. That's why we
can be friends now."
Tim inquired blithely, " What's on the programme for to-day? "
" Nothing special," Jerald replied.
" Good. Planning's my dish." Tim grinned expansively. " How
about a movie this afternoon, a drive somewhere for supper and a bit
of dancing afterward? " He looked at Rene. " I can tell at a glance
that this gal dances like a dream."
Poppies opened in Rene's dark cheeks, while Jeffry glanced at
Gabrielle, "Want to go? " he inquired.
" Love to," Gabrielle replied. But suddenly eager to be away, to
analyse his unresponsiveness, she prodded Rene to finish her pancakes,
reminding her that they had promised to take their mother to church
that morning.
Through a quick bath Gabrielle ridiculed herself for moodiness and
dissatisfaction. After all, she decided, rubbing her body briskly with
a towel, Jeffry wouldn't be taking me out if he didn't like me. Maybe
he's slow to love after Julia. I should be glad for small favours for
a  while, loving him the way I do.    Rufus was------    The towel
crumpled to the floor and she stood slim and pink-skinned in the
middle of the bath-mat.    Rufus was------   And look where it got
him------
Gabrielle was torn with conflicting emotions. She had refused to
go abroad because of her love for Jeffry; yet where were they heading?
She was standing still in her musical development, and she might be
any casual girl on Jeffry's list for all the interest he showed in her.
She felt poor in spirit, to be content with crumbs. Yet when she came
within^ range of Jeffry, her emotions swept'her past rationalization.
What was it about him that had moved both Julia and her to such
depths of love? She knew that he was less worthy a human being than
Rufus, whose years of devotion had failed to touch her profoundly.